RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 


BROADWOODWIDGER 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


For  the  year  ended  31st  December  1962 


BROADWOODWIDGER  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1962. 


iViT. Chairman  and  Gentlemen ^ 

I beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1962, 
presented  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  has,  as  usual,  been  good  throughout 
the  year.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  according  to  the  Registrar  General's 
Census  for  1961,  the  population  for  the  district  is  almost  exactly  the  same 
as  that  reported  in  1951. 

Vital  Statistics  are  set  out  in  the  tables  belows 


General  Statistics. 


Area  (in  acres)  29,295. 


Population  - 1951  Census 2,028 

Population  - 1961  Census  ........  2,026 

Estimated  population  - mid  1962  , 2,020 

Parishes Six. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  634 

Rateable  value  £8,914 

Product  of  the  Penny  Rate  £33,  Is.  3d. 

Loan  Debt £70,244. 


Statistics. 


Live  Births. 

Male, 

Female. 

Total 

Legitimate 

14 

11 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

15 

12 

27 

Deatha. 

5 

7 

12 
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LIVE  BIRTHS 


England 
8.  Wales. 


Number 27 

Rate  per  1,000  population  13.3 

Corrected  birth  rate ,.o ...... . 13. 9 

Illegitimate  live  births  % of  total  births  7,4% 

STILLBIRTHS 

Number  nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ............ 

Total  live  and  still  births  27 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

Infant  deaths  (under  1 year)  ..........................  nil 


Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 

1 ive  births  

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  

Early  Neo-natal  mortality  rate  ( deaths  under  1 week 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and 
still  births  

MATERNAL  iViORTALITY 

Number  of  deaths  

Rate  per  1,'000  total  live  and  still  births  ............ 

DEATHS 


Number  12 

Rate  per  1 ,000  population  .............................  5.9 

Corrected  death  rcite  .......o.................... ......  b. 9 


18.0 


18.1 


21.4 


11.9 


Year. 

Population 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate. 

1958 

2,030 

10.8 

12.8 

1959 

2,020 

11.4 

10.3 

1960 

2,040 

15.7 

5.9 

1961 

2,010 

13.9 

10.4 

1962. 

2,020 

13.3 

5.9 
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T Chief  Causes  of  Deoth  were,  as  follows i 


Cancer 2 3 

Vascular  diseases, . 1 

Coronary  diseases 
Other  heart  diseases.... 


Age  at  Death  Table 


at  Death. 

Male. 

Under  1 year 

• o • 

- 

1 

- 4 years 

• e 9 

- 

5 

- 14  " 

9 • • 

- 

15 

- 24  " 

o e • 

- 

25 

- 34  " 

- 

35 

- 44  " 

, . , 

- 

45 

- 54  " 

- 

55 

- 64  " 

o o • 

1 

65 

- 74  " 

0 9* 

2 

75 

years  & over 

• o • 

2 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services o 


The  general  provision  of  the  Health  Services  remained  as  in  previous 
years  and  no  complaints  were  received. 


Infectious  Diseases . 

Infectious  diseases  notified  by  Medical  Practitioners. 


Ages.  Scarlet  Measles. 


Fever. 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F 

Under  1 year 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2,  years 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4. 

- 

- 

1 

- 

5-9 

1 

1 

3 

1 

10  - 14  " 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 25  " 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

25  and  over 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Age  unknown. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

4 

4 

Infectious  diseases  notified  by  School  Authorities . 


Scarlet  German 

Fever.  Measles. 


Broadwoodwidger  1 


2. 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28958421 


Tuberculosis 


No  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year  from  this  cause,  and  no  new 
cases  were  added  to  the  Register. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  eight  cases  on  the  Register  as  follows 


Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

4 2 


Non-Pulmonarv 

M.  F. 

2 


My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr. Judd  for  preparing  that  section  of  the  report 
which  he  actually  administers. 


I am,  iVir. Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  D.  ALLEN-PRICE. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HhALTH  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT. 


Mr. Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

The  steady  expansion  of  the  water  mains  and  electricity  supplies  in  your 
district  has  brought  considerable  benefit  to  many  farmers  and  private  householders, 
this  applies  especially  to  the  extension  of  the  6"  water  main  from  North  Petherwin 
to  Caudworthy  and  Plaxworthy. 

The  decision  of  the  Council  to  acquire  land  for  Old  Persons  Bungalows  at 
Petherwin  Gate  was  especially  welcome  as  there  is  evidence  of  an  increasing  demand 
for  this  type  of  dwelling. 

With  the  new  Valuation  Lists  submitted  and  the  possibility  of  the  end  of  the 
Broadwoodwidger  Rural  Council  in  the  near  future  when  nearly  50%  of  the  population 
will  be  transferred  to  Cornwall  this  seems  an  opportune  time  to  review  the  rating 
position  as  at  the  end  of  the  year.  As  has  been  the  case  for  several  years,  the 
rates  paid  per  head  of  the  population  in  your  district  has  again  been  the  lowest 
in  the  Administrative  County  of  Devon. 

The  population  of  the  Administrative  County  of  Devon  is  538,412  divided 
betv/een  the  follov;ing  Local  Authorities s- 

10  Non-County  Boroughs  with  population  of  118,685 

20  Urban  Districts  " " " 161,122. 

17  Rural  Districts  " " " 258,605. 

For  1962  the  average  total  rates  in  the  £ including  County  Council  and 

water  rate,  levied  in  the  three  types  of  Local  Authority  were  as  follows 5- 

The  Non-County  Boroughs  23/9|‘’  for  Local  purposes  only  7/6 

The  Urban  Districts  24/o^i  " " " " 7/5/ 

The  Rural  Districts  21/1}^  " " ” " 3/9| 

During  this  period  in  the  Broadwoodvddger  District  the  total  rate  in  the  £ 
was  19/-  of  which  only  l/3  was  levied  by  the  Council  for  its  own  purposes.  The 
average  rate  levied  per  head  of  the  population  in  the  17  Rural  Districts  was 
£11.9.7.  with  that  for  your  district  being  £4.  3.  7. 

One  is  left  wondering  if  the  financial  position  for  the  rate-payers  of  your 
district  will  be  as  favourable  after  disintegration. 


COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

No  Council  houses  were  built  during  the  year.  There  are  40  Council  houses 
situated  in  the  following  Parishes; 

Broadwoodwidger  10 

North  Petherwin  ......  10 

St.Giles-in-the  Heath.  6 
Virginstowe  ..........  2 

V/errington  ...........  12 
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Private  enterprise  houses  completed  during  the  year 


• • • • e 


..  1 


HOUSE  PURCHASE  AND  HOUSING  ACT,  1959 


Discretionary  Gra nts , 

No  applications  were  received  this  year. 

Discretionary  grants  have  been  paid  in  respect  of  26  dwelling  houses.  The 
cost  of  the  Schemes  has  been  £14^004  and  the  total  grants  paid  by  the  Council 
£6,042.  10,  Od. 

Standard  Grants. 

Applications  are  double  those  of  last  year,  but  are  still  disappointings- 

Standard  grants  offered  ..........  8 

Schemes  completed  during  year  ....  4 

Grants  paid  during  year  £540,0.0. 

Standard  grants  have  been  paid  in  respect  of  16  dwelling  houses;  the  total 
cost  of  the  schemes  has  been  £5,297.  10.  Id  and  the  total  grants  paid  by  the 
Council  £2,097.  16.  lid. 

The  properties  modernised  have  been-; 

Owner-occupied  farmhouses  6 

Tenanted  farmhouses  ...............  1 

Agricultural  workers  cottages  .....  6 

Non-Agricultural  houses  3 


RENT  ACT  1957 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  Rent  Act  1957  no  applications  have  been 
received  for  a Certificate  of  Disrepair. 


PLANS 


The  following  plans  were  approved  by  the  Council  under  their  Building 
Byelaws 


Additions  and  alterations  to  existing  houses  ... 
Agricultural  Buildings  

Garages  .•.o.o......o..o...ooe.....o........ooo. 

New  Dwelling  houses  ............................ 

Workshop  

Sports  Pavilion 


6 

9 

7 

3 

1 

1 
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HOUSIIMG  STATISTICS. 


L.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  houses  during  the  year^- 

a)  Number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  under  the  Public 


Health  or  Housing  Acts  ... .......  ..a  35 

b)  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 58 


2.  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .......  Nil. 

3.  Dwelling  houses  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation  22 

4.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  yeoxz- 

a)  With  informal  notices  .....................................  24 

b)  Formal  notices  under  the  Housing  Acts  ......................  Nil 

c)  Formal  notice  under  Public  Health  Act  1936  3 

5.  Houses  found  to  be  overcrowded  1 


Bakeries. 


FOOD  SUPPLIES 


There  are  no  bakeries  but  a good  delivery  service  is  provided  from 
Launceston. 

Slaughter-Houses 

The  licence  for  the  only  slaughter-house  was  not  renewed  on  1st  January. 
There  are  no  butchers  shops  in  the  district  but  a good  delivery  service  is 
provided. 

Grocers. 

There  are  seven  general  stores  from  which  groceries  are  soldj  only  two 
of  those  are  of  any  size.  There  is  an  increase  in  mobile  grocers  store  vans 
in  the  district.  Several  were  inspected  and  found  to  be  kept  clean. 


Ice  Cream 

There  are  five  retailers  of  pre-packed  ice  cream. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  wore  notified  during  the  year. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 


The  following  samples  were  taken  under  the  above  Act  during  the  year  by  the 
County  Inspector  i- 

Lollies  - genuine 

iViilk  - 9 sample Sj  genuine. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 

Refuse  is  collected  monthly  in  a covered  refuse  lorry  from  all  villages 
and  hamlets  and  those  houses  bordering  the  principal  roads  in  the  district. 


FACTORIES. 

The  only  factory  registered  under  the  Factories  Act  1961  is  for  motor 
vehicle  repairs.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve  any  notice. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

iVir.Young,  District  Engineer  to  the  North  Devon  Water  Board  has  submitted 
the  following  report  on  progress  in  your  district  during  the  yeara- 


Ivyhouse  reservoir  has  maintained  adequate  supply  throughout  the  year. 
This  reservoir  is  supplied  by  the  Board's  main  source  at  Prewley. 

Completion  during  the  year  was  made  of  the  scheme  from.  Kellacott  Cross  to 
Peter's  Finger > all  applicants  are  receiving  supplies. 

The  scheme  to  lay  a main  from  North  Petherwin  to  Caudworthy  and  iViaxworthy 
has  been  corapleted  and  connections  made.  A further  scheme  to  lay  a main 
from  Langdon  Cross  to  Clubworthy  is  now  progressing  satisfactorily. 

Under  consideration  for  laying  is  a scheme  to  lay  from  Yeolmbridge  to 
Grovetown. 

To  commence  in  the  near  future  is  a sche.me  from  Coombeshead  Cross  to 
Virginstow. 

Waste  detection  teams  have  been  constantly  in  the  area  and  wastage  and 
pressures  are  being  adequately  held. 


In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  the  Council  for  their  support  and  the  ready 
hearing  which  they  always  give  me. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


T.  A.  JUDD. 

Public  Health  Inspector 
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